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On the Cover

Nino Maya de Quintana Roo, Maya Boy of Quintana Roo. The por-
trait on the front cover is from a collection of photographs by
Adalberto Rios. A native of Mexico, Rios lives in Cuernavaca.

[n May 1988, the Riverside Municipal Museum presented an exhibit
of the photographer’s work entitled “Many Faces of Mexico: A Photo-
Ethnography.” Three more selections from the extraordinary collec-
tion appear on the inside covers of this issue of (€ Riverside Magazine.
Photographs are courtesy of the University of California Consortium
on Mexico and the United States (UC MEXUS).
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UC Riverside

Cover Story

UC MEXUS: From its Riverside campus home, UC MEXUS sup-
ports and promotes University of California research and schol-
arship related to Mexico and the United States.

Features

Collaborative Research Group: Since 1983 the UCR-Mexico
Collaborative Research and Training Group has been encourag-
ing innovative and interdisciplinary approaches to UCR-Mexico
research activities.

Mapping the Future: The Geographic Information System (GIS)
data base facilitates the analysis of important Mexican socio-
economic data.

A Modern Message from the Ancients: Today’s scientists look
to the ancient Maya Indians for important clues on resource man-
agement in the tropics.

Gringo Justice: Alfredo Mirandé attributes unequal treatment
of Chicanos by the American justice system to abuse and dis-
crimination against Chicanos since the Mexican-American War.
Boundless Opportunities: Mexico’s ecology and UCR’s re-
sources offer researchers attractive advantages that benefit a
range of cooperative agricultural research projects.

Rivera Library’s Literary Treasures: The library ranks among
the top in the country for its Mexican holdings.

The Osuna Collection: UCR has more than 400 glass plate
negatives that provide a dramatic pictorial record of events sur-
rounding the Mexican Revolution of 1910.

The Chicano Experience: UCR studies and programs are
examining aspects of the Chicano experience in the U.S.

Ballet Folklorico at UCR: The tradition of Mexican ballet folk-
l6rico is thriving on campus.

A Thousand Countries With a Single Name: Carlos Fuentes’
panoramic vision of Mexico is reflected in his writings, re-
viewed here by Eliud Martinez. Fuentes is among the world’s

leading writers.
Departments

Viewpoint: Arturo Gémez-Pompa discusses the ties that bind the
U.S. and Mexico and the challenges of solving mutual problems.
UCR People: Faculty publications and presentations, appoint-
ments and elections, and awards and honors.

Alumni: Alumni play key role in the advancement of UCR.

A visionary view (p. 52)
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By Arturo Gémez-Pompa
Professor of Botany and Plant Sciences and Director of UC MEXUS
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But the two countries are divided by
economic conditions, lack of mutual under-
standing, different cultures, and, very often,
by differing views of mutual problems.
These conditions are particularly well evi-
denced in the relationships of the State of
California with Mexico, and each entity has
a critical influence upon the other. The
complexities of the separate but inter-
twined borderlands, societies, and cultures
of Mexico and California pose challenging
and difficult questions to both governments.

How can we deal with the critical shared
problems of pollution, immigration, health
care, and drugs? How can we support Mex-
ico’s efforts to weather its current domestic
crises and strengthen its role as a model of
democracy and freedom among developing
nations? How can two such different gov-
ernments, frustrated by language,
structural, and cultural differences, vastly
unequal resources, and diverging short-
term objectives, overcome these barriers
and work together toward long-term goals?
How can we forge a partnership between
the United States and Mexico, and between
California and Mexico, which serves both
nations now and into the years to come?

One of the many possible answers to
these questions is education, particularly
postsecondary education, and its already
well-established international network of
scholars, a network which transcends polit-
ical and geographical boundaries. The
essence of such academic relations is the
examination of common problems, the de-
velopment and transference of methods
and technology to address them, and the
passage of knowledge to new generations
of students.

In Mexico, as in California, scholarly and
scientific investigation is held in high es-
teem and protected from political influence
under widely held principles of academic
freedom. And in Mexico, as in California,
academics are sometimes criticized for
holding themselves aloof from intensive ex-
amination of those very issues which most
need their attention; that is, those issues
politicized by the attention of government.

In the case of Mexico and California,
however, I am happy to report that scholar-
ship and policy-making efforts are bending
in the same direction. The University of Cal-
ifornia Consortium on Mexico and the
United States (UC MEXUS) is a good exam-
ple of the ways in which the efforts of the
international academic community can be
focused to improve relationships between
Californians and Mexicans far into the
future.

UC MEXUS supports and facilitates inves-
tigation of the entire range of issues related
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to Mexico and Mexican-Americans, from
any disciplinary perspective, and, partic-
ularly, from cross-disciplinary perspectives
and in collaboration with Mexican scholars
and scientists. Such approaches to research
are particularly productive when applied to
Mexico-related questions because their re-
sults often have important implications for
relationships between Mexico and the
United States, resolve problems of impor-
tance to both countries, and positively
affect the lives of their citizens. UC MEXUS
programs, therefore, are designed to en-
courage both UC investigators and their
Mexican colleagues to work together to
plan and carry out research programs
which are not only important to the

advancement of scholarship, but which will
yield new knowledge that can be applied
to critical problems and planning.

We need to share our educational re-
sources, too, and these have tremendous
potential for reinforcement of Mexican
higher education during this period of ex-
traordinary economic restraints. For
example, Mexico is able to provide an ex-
cellent education at small cost to its citizens
at the undergraduate level, but in many
fields opportunities for advanced training
(at graduate, postgraduate, and postdoc-
toral levels) are scarce. The need for
advanced study to train the teachers and
technologists and scientists Mexico will re-
quire is one which Mexico is unable to



meet at a time when it is most critical that it
be met. At a time that education, technol-
ogy, and science in Mexico are poised to
take a great surge forward, the country is
plunged into an economic morass that
makes educational expansion within the
country very difficult, and diminishes op-
portunities for foreign study as well.
Mexico’s promising young students of to-
day—tomorrow’s intended teachers and
inventors and doctors and engineers, and
leaders—are the future of that country. If
we want to improve the joint prospects of
California and Mexico, then we want to
help these young people.

And what about the future of California?
It too will rest largely in the hands of its cit-

izens of Hispanic origin. The Latino
population in California is increasing rap-
idly, and recent projections indicate that
Latinos (most of whom are of Mexican de-
scent in California) will comprise some 35
percent of the state’s citizens in the year
2030. What kinds of jobs will these citizens
hold then? How well-educated will they be?
Will they, or their parents, have been edu-
cated in Mexico? Latinos in California at this
time generally attain a fairly low level of ed-
ucation. If we fail to educate these students
today, we jeopardize tomorrow.

How can we meet these educational
needs? First, we can increase opportunities
for Mexican students to take graduate study
in our institutions. Next, we can provide

periods of short-term, intensive training for
postgraduate and postdoctoral study. Third,
we can help Mexican institutions to develop
the capability to implement new professio-
nal-level programs by providing on-site
training at their existing faculties. In Califor-
nia, we must continue to seek ways to
promote and encourage the educational
success of Mexican-Americans, recognizing
the common origins of Mexican and Chi-
cano culture. And Mexico can play a role
in the development of educational pro-
grams which are successful in meeting the
needs of California’s Spanish-speaking
students.

And in both Mexico and California, we
can consider as our most important priori-
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Arturo Gomez-Pompa,
director of UC MEXUS
and professor of Botany
and Plant Sciences

at UCR
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ties education in all of its manifestations—
from primary to postsecondary and post-
doctoral training, from collaborative
research to the transfer of technology and
methodology it entails—as we work to-
gether to meet the challenges and
opportunities which face us.

With this philosophy, UC MEXUS has
supported more than 200 collaborative
research, conference, curriculum develop-
ment, and continuing education projects
directed by UC faculty. But we receive
more than 50 new proposals each year. We
have found funding to support a few Mexi-
can graduate students in UC programs this
year; but with funding more than 200 per
year could be supported. We are seeking
funds to begin fellowship programs for
postgraduate and postdoctoral research,
and for the exchange of senior scholars and

intellectuals, and for conferences to bring
together the best minds from academia, the
media, and the public sectors of California
and Mexico to address the critical issues
which confront us.

UC MEXUS has had some success in
bringing new vigor and purpose to the
University’s Mexico-related activities, but
there is much to be done. The expectations
generated in Mexican institutions by our in-
creased presence must be met. The more
than 300 UC faculty members whose work
focuses on Mexico, U.S.-Mexico relations,
and Mexican peoples demand our support.
Yes, there is much work to be done if we
are to realize the enormous potential edu-
cation holds for the strengthening of our
relationships with Mexico.

UC MEXUS is, therefore, concentrating its
efforts on projects and ideas which hold the

Michael J. Elderman



greatest potential benefit to the immediate
solution of problems and the establishment
of structures which will facilitate such fu-
ture work. With UC MEXUS support,
Californians and Mexicans, teachers and
students, and public officials—and often
representatives of other countries as
well—are working together, each bringing
their particular skills, resources, perspec-
tives and knowledge to bear upon
important issues.

I believe that if we pursue such work
with energy, sensitivity and conviction, it
will lead us to long-term improvement of
the relationships between the peoples of

California and Mexico. It will help us to
overcome the disparities between us, and
to transcend those political and cultural
and geographical boundaries which divide
us. It will even demonstrate an exemplary
relationship between a major world power
and a developing country. The success of
Mexico must be seen as a high priority stra-
tegic issue for the United States. The
strategic value of Mexico most certainly is
recognized in Europe and in Japan. There
is a need for a new model among develop-
ing nations—a country in which democracy,
freedom, justice, and educational opportu-
nity not only prevail, but also foster eco-
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U.S. President-elect George Bush and Mexican President Dr. Carlos Salinas de Gortari,

November 22, 1988

i

nomic, environmental, and social well-
being. It is logical that Mexico could be or
should be that model. It is my hope that
Mexico will indeed become that model,
and my conviction that the State of Califor-
nia will reap many benefits as a result.

“Bonds Unite What Borders Divide”
originally appeared in UC MEXUS NEWS,
Spring/Summer 1987, No. 20/21, and is re-
printed bere with the permission of Arturo
Gomez-Pompa and UC MEXUS.
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